
Daniel Manoiu 

& Friends in 

Concert 

 

Sunday, July 23, 5PM 

Emmanuel Church, Thousand Oaks 

 

This summer the sanctuary will sizzle as Daniel Manoiu, 

Emmanuel’s accompanist, dazzles his audience while performing 

original compositions and a variety of musical genres at his debut 

concert at Emmanuel, Daniel Manoiu & Friends, on Sunday, July 

23, at 5 p.m.  Daniel will be joined by several guest artists.  

Included are soprano Daniela Podobea, tenor Orson Van Gay II, 

and mezzo soprano and bandura player Siuzanna Iglidan. 

The concert will feature virtuosic piano solos, operatic arias 

and songs, and traditional bandura music, as well as the world 

premiere of Daniel Manoiu's new piece SoCal Suite for piano, 

inspired by the vistas and culture of Orange County, Port of Los 

Angeles and Thousand Oaks.   



The concert will be held in the sanctuary of Emmanuel 

Church at 588 Camino Manzanas, Thousand Oaks.  It is free and 

open to the community. 

 

Daniel is an award-winning 

composer and pianist born in Bucharest, 

Romania.  Daniel has won prestigious 

national and international competitions, 

including the AMSA World Piano 

Competition in Cincinnati, OH (3rd 

Prize), the Rivere D'Oro Giovanni Talenti 

Competition in San Bartolomeo, Italy (1st 

prize), and a Society of Composers, 

Miami chapter, film scoring award.  He has performed at world-

class music venues such as the Carnegie Recital Hall and the 

United Nations Auditorium in New York, the San Bartolomeo 

Cathedral in Italy, and the New World Center in Miami. 

Daniel earned a doctorate degree in music composition and 

technology from the University of Miami and a masters in music 

composition from Florida International University.  His music was 

commissioned by renowned ensembles and performers, including 



the New World Symphony Orchestra and the Hispanic Lyric 

Theater. 

Daniel wrote the score for the Romanian-American film 

Puzzle for a Blind Man, which was featured in numerous 

international festivals across Europe and the United States.  He is 

currently part of the faculty at AMDA College and Conservatory of 

the Performing Arts and an active film, TV and video game 

composer in Los Angeles. 

Daniela Podobea, an operatic soprano, 

was born in Romania and grew up in a family of 

musicians.  Her father, Gheorghe Mogosan, is 

an acclaimed internationally known baritone.  

Daniela began studying music at the age of 

seven at the Sigismund Toduţă Academy of 

Music where she studied oboe, piano and 

voice.  This was a stepping stone 

towards discovering her voice 

and exclusively developing herself as an 

operatic soprano.  She moved to Los Angeles 

in 2009 and has continued her career as an 

operatic singer. 

 



Tenor Orson Van Gay II possesses a unique voice that 

captivates the audience with his charisma and command of the 

stage. His performances showcase vocal talents that have 

brought him constant recognition throughout Los Angeles and in a 

number of productions with LA Opera’s educational outreach 

touring productions, including Orpheus, where he starred in the 

title role in the 2014 and 2015 seasons.  After a successful three-

week premiere of Open Door Days at the Dorothy Chandler 

Pavilion, Van Gay toured with the production of Puccini Opera 

Tales throughout the greater Los Angeles area this past spring. 

Siuzanna Iglidan is a mezzo-soprano, bandura player, 

pianist and composer from the Ukraine.  She received her MA in 

Performing Arts from Odessa National Antonina 

Nezhdanova Academy of Music in the Ukraine.  

Siuzanna has won more than 30 Ukrainian and 

International music competitions.  She 

discovered her operatic voice in her late 20s and 

became a protégé of Mauro Trombetta, the 

Artistic Director of the National Opera of Rome.  

In the United States, Siuzanna continued her 

professional voice development with soprano 



Marya Lou Basaraba.  She has performed in concerts, recorded 

and composed film music, and volunteered in fundraising events 

benefiting orphans from the Ukraine. 

 

 


